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ROSS SEA HERITAGE RESTORATION DEVELOPMENTS 
 

The Trust’s Ross Sea Heritage Restoration Project drew outstanding support from the international community during 

2009. With 2010 marking the beginning of a series of centenaries associated with Captain Scott’s last expedition we are 

focused on saving the building and large collection from that expedition. We are also working to profile and 

commemorate this most remarkable story of world exploration.  Our goal is to ensure the expedition bases of the first 

explorers of the Continent remain for both current and future generations. 
 

 

 

Cape Royds 
 

Lizzie Meek, the Trust’s Artefacts 

Programme Manager, recently returned 

from six weeks leading the first half of our 

summer conservation work programme in 

Antarctica.  Lizzie oversees the 15,000+ 

artefact collection associated with the four 

sites under our care.  In late October she 

flew south to join our two summer 

conservators, Lucy Skinner and Fran 

Clarke, who have been on Ice since August.   
 

The team spent the first two weeks at Sir 

Ernest Shackleton’s expedition base at 

Cape Royds, where they undertook the 

maintenance and monitoring programme of 

the 5,000+ artefact collection which has 

recently been conserved. This included a 

detailed audit of every artefact within the 

building.  Work on the building and artefact 

collection was completed in 2008 and 

maintenance and monitoring will be 

undertaken on an annual basis thanks to the 

Audrey Dance Capital Fund (Audrey 

Dance’s estate was a major benefactor to 

the Shackleton project).  
 

There has been much media interest lately 

around the possibility of finding whisky in 

a whisky crate still beneath Shackleton’s 

building.  Recently found by our 

conservation team the crate has been 

encased in ice for over a century.  

Cape Evans 
 

Lizzie, Lucy and Fran then spent a month 

onsite at Captain Scott’s Cape Evans base.  

Since the project began in 2008, 

international teams of conservators have 

been working year round in Antarctica 

conserving the 8,500+ collection.  While 

onsite in December the team returned 1,300 

objects which were treated at the Trust’s 

conservation facilities at New Zealand’s 

Scott Base over winter.  A further 1,400 

artefacts were packed ready for 

conservation by the next ‘winter’ team of 

conservators who are scheduled to be in 

Antarctica in February 2010.  While onsite 

the team also excavated and relocated the 

remains of the dog skeleton (complete with 

dog chain) and Cardiff coal briquettes 

(which formed the temporary stable walls 

built during the expedition’s first winter) to 

facilitate carpentry work on the stables.   
 

In January Al Fastier, the Trust’s RSHRP 

Programme Manager, took over leading the 

team and was joined by conservation 

carpenters from New Zealand, Canada and 

the US.  Based onsite for a month, the 

carpentry team focused on undertaking the 

third of a six year work programme to both 

weatherproof and structurally secure the 

building and implement long-term snow and 

ice mitigation measures.   

As reported in earlier newsletters 

unprecedented snow and ice build up over 

the past five years has previously seen this 

site at real risk of loss.  Work this summer 

included lifting part of the internal floor and 

removing the last of the ice from under 

Herbert Ponting’s darkroom and the science 

laboratory. With this section of the work 

programme completed we are receiving 

regular comments by visitors on how dry 

the building now feels.  The carpenters also 

made structural repairs and weatherproofed 

the stables and latrine area.  

The final stage of a very busy summer work 

programme involved the installation of an 

underground polycarbonate barrier/dam 

along the southern and western sides.  

Located out from the building, the 

installation of the dam will be completed 

over two seasons and will effectively form a 

subterranean U around the site.  This will be 

a primary defence in stopping melt water 

flowing from the catchment area above and 

potentially flooding the building (as 

occurred in 2004). Invisible to the eye, the 

barrier will deflect the melt water out 

towards the sea ice. 
 

The Reserve Collection 
 

After two years we are delighted to report 

that the conservation of the Trust’s reserve 

collection of objects is complete. 
 

 

With funding from The Canterbury 

Community Trust (NZ) and in partnership 

with Canterbury Museum (NZ) our 

conservators have managed to conserve a 

diverse collection of over 800 artefacts 

removed from the historic sites in the 

1990’s for safekeeping. This includes 

everything from pyjamas to pony masks to 

a reindeer sleeping bag.  The objects will 

now be able to be housed in proper museum 

storage conditions. 
 

Matched Funding Challenge 

 

The February Foundation’s funding 

challenge, which sees every dollar raised 

for our appeal to save Captain Scott’s 1910 

base effectively matched, continues to draw 

fantastic support (continued over). 
Left: The interior of Captain Scottôs 1910 base after 

the floor has been lifted, the ice excavated and the 

floor re-laid. Credit AHT/J Stefan. 
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If you would like to assist and take 

advantage of the funding challenge visit 

our website. Alternatively, if you live in 

the UK please contact our sister trust 

UKAHT as your donation may also be 

eligible for Gift Aid.  
 

Other Fundraising News 
 

The New Zealand Government 

continues its long-term support of our 

work through its ongoing baseline 

funding of our core operations.  

UKAHT continues to provide great 

support through its fundraising efforts in 

the UK. 
 

We are very fortunate to enjoy Royal 

support for our work.  HRH The 

Princess Royal, Princess Anne hosted a 

very special evening for a small group of 

Trust supporters at Buckingham Palace 

in November which has provided a major 

boost to the appeal.   
 

Thank you to our long standing corporate 

sponsors: Australasian clothing company 

Hallensteins (through their ‘Scott Base’ 

range of clothing); Christchurch 

International Airport Ltd (New 

Zealand’s air gateway to Antarctica) and 

Singapore Airlines (Official Airline to 

the Trust). 
 

Thanks also to the New Zealand Lottery 

Grants Boardôs Environment and 

Heritage Committee.  We have drawn 

down the first tranche of their 

NZ$600,000 grant to help conserve the 

artefact collection at Captain Scott’s 

base, Cape Evans.   
 

Three tour operators (Quark 

Expeditions, Orion Expedition Cruises 

and Heritage Expeditions) all visited 

the historic sites by ship this season.   
 

While in the Ross Sea two operators held 

charity auctions in support of our work.  

Quark Expeditions raised over 

US$20,000.  Our thanks go to auctioneer 

extraordinaire Bob Headland, Shane 

Evoy, Eric Strangeland, Bill Davis and 

all of the Quark Expeditions staff for 

their long standing support. 

 

Thanks to Don McIntyre’s excellent 

auctioning skills Orion Expedition 

Cruises also held a very successful 

auction onboard.  Special thanks to 

Sarina Bratton, Don and Margie 

McIntyre, Di Patterson and all of 

Orionôs staff for making it such a 

success and raising over US$14,000.  

Both auctions will be eligible for the 

matched funding challenge. 
 

Over a hundred years ago British school 

children raised funds to purchase the 

dogs for Captain Scott’s 1910 

expedition. A century on we have come 

full circle with Taupo Intermediate 

School (NZ) donating proceeds from 

their Business School Enterprise 

Programme towards the Cape Evans 

campaign.  If you are a school and would 

like to discuss ideas for pupils to raise 

funds towards our work, contact Fiona 

(f.wills@nzaht.org). 
 

In support of the Cape Evans fundraising 

campaign Quba, a leading sail maker 

and nautical apparel company in the UK 

recently held an online charity auction 

which raised over £1,000.  
 

Governance 
 

Norm McPhersonôs ex officio 

trusteeship has just ended with his recent 

retirement as President of the New 

Zealand Antarctic Society. We 

congratulate and look forward to 

working with newly appointed NZAS 

president Graham White.  We also look 

forward to welcoming David Huebner 

as an ex officio trustee in his role as 

United States Ambassador to New 

Zealand.    
 

Nationwide Tour 
 

Shackleton, The Greatest Survival 

Story Ever Told. In collaboration with 

numerous host partners we are delighted 

to announce Geoff Selley (FRGS) will 

be lecturing through-out NZ in early 

2010.  This is a rare opportunity to hear 

Geoff recreate the original lantern slide 

lecture of Dr Hussey, a member of Ernest  

 
 

Shackleton's 1914 expedition.  Venues, 

dates and times are on our website. 

 

Other News 
 

We acknowledge the recent passing of 

Lady Scott (wife of Captain Scott’s son 

Sir Peter) who was a great advocate 

through her role as a Vice Patron of 

UKAHT.   
 

Sir David Attenborough recently spoke 

to camera in support of our work while 

filming in Antarctica with the BBC.  
 

Congratulations to polar historian and 

Trust consultant Dr David Harrowfield 

who recently received the New Zealand 

Antarctic Medal for services to Antarctic 

research. 
 

Award winning author Meredith 

Hooperôs new book ‘The Longest 

Winter: Scott's Other Heroes’ is due out 

in June 2010.  Published by John 

Murray (London) the book focuses on 

the amazing survival story of members of 

Captain Scott’s ‘Northern Party’. 
 

The Scott Polar Research Institute is 

publishing Captain Scott's last diaries via 

both a daily blog and Twitter. You can 

follow Scott's entries from 26 Nov 1910 

through to his final entries in March 

1912.  Access via our website. 
 

Ice Blog 
 

The Natural History Museum blog, 

which follows the lives of our staff in 

Antarctica, continues to be an outstanding 

success.  Visited over 1/2M times since 

2006 access is via our webpage. 
 

Thank You 
 

We continue to enjoy great support from 

a number of individuals and businesses.  

Our thanks to the following: Antarctica 

New Zealand who provide the critical 

logistics for the RHSRP; 

PricewaterhouseCoopers (NZ); Buddle 

Findlay (NZ); Grant Thornton 

International (NZ); Clare Plug (NZ); 

John Moriaty (NZ); Warners Hotel 

(NZ) and Doug Leen, Ranger Dougôs 

Enterprises (US).  
 
 

 

 
 

We also appreciate the long-term support 

of Cabbage Tree Creative and Digiweb 

for website support and special thanks to 

Rob, Matt and Ingrid of Coats Design 

(NZ) for designing a great annual report. 
 

Members 
 

Thank you to all those members who 

have renewed for 2009/10.  You continue 

to be the cornerstone of our organisation. 

We welcome these new members: Gold 

Explorers: G Laurence; S Courtney and 

R Cunninghame (all from NZ). Antarctic 

Explorers:  R Guy (NZ); Dr R Payne 

(Scotland); A Richardson (Sweden); D M 

Glendinning (NZ); P McIntosh (NZ); J 

Pinchin (UK);  P Booth (NZ).  
 

 

Left: Sir David Attenborough with our 

conservation team and the BBC crew onsite at 

Captain Scott’s base.  Credit A Fothergill/BBC. 
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